[Patient assessments of quality of life following bypass for chronic critical limb ischaemia].
The value of infrainguinal bypass surgery for critical limb ischaemia (CLI) in elderly patients is being scrutinised more as medical resources decline. Despite technically successful revascularisation, patient quality of life seems impaired by delayed wound healing and repeated hospitalisation for interventions and operations. Therefore it is questionable whether these frail patients benefit from bypass surgery with respect to their health-related quality of life. This review examines current evidence of patients with CLI and summarises the effect of bypass surgery on their own quality of life assessments. All in all, patients benefit from the revascularisation because ambulation status improves and independence is preserved. From a patient's perspective these improvements in quality of life justify an aggressive approach towards revascularisation for CLI.